


ARKANSAS SCHOOL SAFETY COMMISSION 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Mental Health and Prevention Subcommittee 
• Recommendation 1:

Every school district should conduct school climate surveys across all campuses,
and develop and implement an action plan based on the findings of the school
climate survey.

• Recommendation 2:
All school districts should implement a positive climate program that deters
bullying behaviors, and promotes social-emotional learning and positive peer
relationships.

• Recommendation 3:
All school districts should provide access to training in Youth Mental Health First
Aid for all personnel who interact with students. Additional school personnel
training may include: Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs), Trauma-Informed
Schools, Drug-Endangered Children, and Social-Emotional Learning.

• Recommendation 4:
All school districts should establish a behavioral threat assessment team and
process.

• Recommendation 5:
The Arkansas Department of Education should review roles and responsibilities
of school counselors to provide increased time with students for provision of
counseling and social-emotional learning, as well as referral to community
resources as appropriate.

• Recommendation 6:
A coordinated crisis response team should be developed to mitigate the
emotional impact of any traumatic event that impacts a district.

Law Enforcement and Security Subcommittee 
• Recommendation 1:

No campus should ever be without an armed presence when staff and children
are attending class or a major extra-curricular activity.

• Recommendation 2:
If financially practicable, schools should ideally have at least one SRO for each
campus.

• Recommendation 3:
School districts should execute a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with
their partnering law enforcement agency that identifies the roles and
responsibilities of SROs and other critical elements

• Recommendation 4:
SROs whose primary assignment is within the schools should receive specialized
training.
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